
The Pro Sanctity NewsletterThe Pro Sanctity NewsletterThe Pro Sanctity NewsletterThe Pro Sanctity Newsletter    

Published by Pro Sanctity East prosanctitynewyork@verizon.net        New York - Winter 2009-2010 
                                                                      www.nyprosanctity.org       

 

 
 

IN THIS ISSUE 
 

This Just In...p 2  
 

Personal Chal-
lenge………..p 2 
 

Trivia Quiz….p 2 
 

Events………p 3 
 

Ask Pro  
Sanctity….….p 4 
 

Words from the  
Founder…….p 4 
 

Our Stories…p 5 
 

St. Gianna  
Molla………..p 6 
 

Come Grow  
with us……...p 7 
 

Christmas  
Greetings…..p 8 
 

obligation we have to become saints.”   
With these words, Saint John Vianney 
expressed beautifully the motivation 
and driving force of Bishop Giaquinta 
in his life, teaching and apostolic ac-
tivities. To say that we have an 
“indispensible obligation” to become 
saints reminds us of the universal call 
to holiness.  There is no excuse for us 
not to become saints; there must be 
no opportunity for us to allow this call 
to go unheard.  There is no one to 
whom this does not apply.  To be-
come saints is our reason for living! 
 God shares his own life with us 
as a free and complete gift.  And what 
a gift it is!  It is a universal gift be-
cause it is available to everyone.  The 
seed of heaven is planted in our souls 
and it is meant to grow stronger as 
time passes.  Whatever the circum-
stances of our life happen to be, 

 After an exciting year of Saint 
Paul, the Church this year is celebrat-
ing the Year of the Priest.  Holding up 
Saint John Vianney, the Cure of Ars, 
as a model for all priests, Pope Bene-
dict XVI wants to encourage priests to 
renew and to deepen their response to 
the call to holiness.  While Saint John 
Vianney (1786 – 1859) is a special ex-
ample for priests, his aim was to help 
everyone grow in holiness!  He spent 
many long hours in the confessional, 
reconciling sinners to God, as well as 
many long hours on his knees in 
prayer.  His was a lifetime of service, 
dedicated to helping as many people 
as possible become saints. 
  

We have an indispensable 
obligation to become saints 

 
 He said: “I have nothing else to 
prove to you except the indispensible 

Continued on page 3 

HolinessHolinessHolinessHoliness    
A Gift  for AllA Gift  for AllA Gift  for AllA Gift  for All                    
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This Just In... 
 Rosemary Darmstadt 

 
 
 

 
 

 
   

In recognition of your many 
years of service to the Diocese 
of Brooklyn and Queens, the 
Church has honored you with 
the title of Reverend Monsignor. 
 
We at Pro Sanctity rejoice with 
you, Msgr. Aguggia, Spiritual 
Advisor of the Local Board, and 
add our own tribute in gratitude 
for your years of dedication to 
Pro Sanctity. May God bless 
you generously. 

__________  
 

Monsignor Andrew Vaccari 
still follows Our Lady 

 
This summer Msgr. Vaccari, 
Spiritual Advisor of National Pro 
Sanctity was transferred from 
his position as administrator of 
Queen of all Saints Church, a 
small parish in Fort Greene, 
Brooklyn. It was definitely a 
move that recognized and took 
into account his devotion to Our 
Lady, for he is now pastor of 
the very large parish of St. Mary 
Mother of Jesus in Bath Beach, 
Brooklyn. 
 
May Our Lady intercede for 
you, Msgr. Vaccari, as you con-
tinue to honor her name. 
 

 

Pro Sanctity East Newsletter 
Editors 

 

Angela Di Paola, A.O. 
Rosemary Darmstadt 
Sue Miller-photo arrangement 
Nina Riti 
Donna Spoto 

The Personal Challenge 
Nina Riti 

 

 The words of Saint John Vianney quoted by Msgr.Vaccari, 
“the indispensable obligation we have to become saints” just jumped 
off the page for me.  Wow, if that is not a challenge to each of us as 
we journey in life I don’t know what is.  Did you hear these words in 
your inner heart?  Saying or reading them are easy, but embracing 
and living them are two different things.  Two people that I love very 
dearly are not talking to each other for a perceived hurt done to one 
of them by the other.  One challenged me and said very angrily “If he 
did that to you would YOU talk to him without at least an apology.”  
You know what?  They both have a valid point.…this statement 
made me think, my answer was simple…I have no choice...I take the 
words of the Our Father literally -  you know the part, “forgive us as 
we forgive.” I know that sounds trite and it is very hard to do unless 
you stop taking things personally. God is inviting you to live the Our 
Father. 
 I truly believe the people that come into our lives and say or 
do those things that get us so angry are not there by accident.  Espe-
cially the ones that drive us crazy, when it would be so easy to say, “I 
don’t need this and just leave”. You know what I say to that “cop 
out?” What is going on in YOU that you can’t face.  That anger in 
YOU is a signal to something…WHAT, I really don’t know, but if you 
ignore It …you won’t know either.  These things do not happen by 
accident.  Ask God in prayer to show you what your heart perceives, 
but you can’t see, and thus you will be on the way to meet “your in-
dispensable obligation.”    

Catholic Trivia Quiz 

1.Which part of the Mass fo-

cuses on readings from Scripture? 
2.At which part of the Mass are 

the bread and wine for the Eucha-
rist brought into the sanctuary? 

3.What is the name for God’s 

call to follow a certain way of life? 
4.Which apostle did Jesus ask 

to take care of His mother after His 
death? 

5.In the Old Testament, who 

was thrown into a well and left to 
die by his brothers?  After he was 
pulled out, in which country did he 
live the rest of his life? 

6.Which rules of life were 
given to us by Jesus at the Ser-
mon on the Mount?   (Can you 
name them? Which is your favor-
ite?) 

7.Which sacrament strength-
ens us and empowers us to live 
and defend our faith?  

8. Which feast marks the end 
of the Easter Season? 

9. What do we call the Liturgi-
cal Season in which we prepare 
for Christmas? 

10. How often are Catholics 
expected to attend Mass? 

          Working for God doesn’t pay much,Working for God doesn’t pay much,Working for God doesn’t pay much,Working for God doesn’t pay much,    
                  but His retirement plan is                  but His retirement plan is                  but His retirement plan is                  but His retirement plan is    
                         out of this world!                         out of this world!                         out of this world!                         out of this world!    
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Continued from page 1 

young or old, wealthy or poor, 
male or female, married, conse-
crated, ordained or single, God 
invites us to grow in the gift of his 
love.   
 

God’s Love is Holiness: 
A Gift for All 

 
This love of God is holiness, and 
it is meant for everyone! 

 To understand holiness 
well, it is important to see it as it 
really is: a gift.  It is not some-
thing we can reach on our own, 
but it comes to us from the gen-
erous and boundless love of 
God.  Every day presents many 
opportunities to accept and to 
nourish this gift.  Saint John 
Vianney and all the saints ac-
cepted this gift with great en-
thusiasm.  May we follow their 

example and live up to this 
“indispensible obligation” we 
have, which will bring us to true 
and eternal joy. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Msgr. Andrew Vaccari 
National Pro Sanctity  

Spiritual Advisor 

V{Ü|áàÅtá 

 

  While shopping in a 
food store, two nuns hap-
pened to pass by the beer, 
wine and liquor section.  
One asked the other if she 
would like a beer.  The sec-
ond nun answered that, in-
deed, it would be very nice 
to have one, but she would 
feel uncomfortable purchas-
ing it.   The  first nun  replied  

that she would handle it without  
a problem.   
 She picked up a six-pack 
and took it to the cashier. The 
cashier was surprised, so the nun 
said, “This is for washing our 
hair.”  Without blinking an eye, 
the cashier reached under the 
counter and put a package of 
pretzel sticks in the bag with the 
beer. 

                   
 

|á à{x ÅÉÅxÇà  Éy xätÇzxÄ|étà|ÉÇM  
à{x tÇzxÄá tÇÇÉâÇvx V{Ü|áàËá u|Üà{? 
à{x á{xÑ{xÜwá tÇÇÉâÇvx |à ? à{x áàtÜá 
àxÄÄ Éy |à ? à{x `tz| áÑÜxtw |à A 
jx Åâáà tÇÇÉâÇvx |à uç à{x ãtç ãx 
Ä|äx ÉâÜ Ä|äxá? vÉÅÅâÇ|vtà|Çz à{x }Éç 
Éy ÄÉäxA              U|á{ÉÑ Z|tÖâ|Çàt                  

 

Comedy Corner 
 

Nun of Your Business 

Upcoming Events 
Pro Sanctity Invites You! 

 

Membership Ceremony & Our Family Christmas Party 

Sunday, January 3, 2010 

3:00 PM at the Pro Sanctity Center 
 

 

Feast of Our Lady of Trust 
Sunday. February 7, 2010 at 3:00 PM 

 Our Lady of Miracles Church 

East 86th Street, Canarsie 

Father Thomas Leach will preside 
 

Refreshments will be served in the Parish Hall 

For more information please call 718-649-0324 
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Bishop Giaquinta ordains a new 
priest 

Fr. Joseph Fonti (left) and Fr. John 
Costello celebrate an outdoor mass 

Ask Pro Sanctity 
Donna Spoto 

 

How Does the Mass  
Help Us? 

 In the last issue we con-
sidered the question, "Why go 
to Mass?"  The Mass gives us 
an opportunity to encounter 
Christ and have Christ encoun-
ter us.  While this can be 
uniquely personal and allows us 
to communicate with God in a 
personal way, this encounter is 
not meant for us to keep to our-
selves.  

We present the Church 
to the World 

 We are the Body of 
Christ and it is through liturgy, 
through the collective worship of 
the Body of Christ, the Church, 
that we present who we are to 
the world and in so doing we 
present the world to God.  This 
can only be accomplished if we 
are in relationship with God and 
with each other. 
 We are first invited into 
this relationship through bap-
tism.  God calls each person to 
baptism in a personally unique 
way, yet at the same time invites 
each one to be a part of a col-
lective "we," the Church.  
Through baptism, God makes 
himself totally and completely 
available and accessible to us.  
As in any relationship, this re-
quires a response, our participa-
tion.  Will we always do this fully 
and completely?  No, we'll stum-
ble and fall but that's OK. 
 When we are baptized, 
we in fact assume a new identity 
and are "assigned to a role that 
will take a lifetime to grow into" 

as Mark Searle so aptly puts it in 
his book Called to Participate.  
This is a very foundational state-
ment.  It implies that our rela-
tionship with God, our relation-
ship with the Body of Christ, with 
the Church, is not a static rela-
tionship.  
 

We perfect our identity 
through the Liturgy 

  It is through the liturgy, 
the collective work of the people, 
that we continually attempt to 
perfect our identity and become 
the "whole" we are supposed to 
be in Christ and his Mystical 
Body. 
 So, "full, conscious, and 
active participation" which we 
are called to in the Mass is not 
simply an external activity of 
gestures and making all of the 
appropriate responses.  Partici-
pation leads us to an intimate 
and personal knowledge of who 
and what we are in the Body of 
Christ so that we are not only 
transformed, but so we can take 
this out into the world and trans-
form it. 

Words from the Founder 
 

Bishop Giaquinta’s Love of the Church and the Priesthood 
 

Bishop Giaquinta’s love for the Church is well known.  In the Pro 
Sanctity Creed he said: “May the Holy Church, Bride of the Lamb, 
and our Mother, be for us a living source of transforming grace that 
we draw abundantly from the sacraments…. Grant that in her we 
may pursue our call to holiness and become light for all people.”  
Only if it is understood that the Church is a community of love, does 
the Church as the People of God have a real meaning. 
 

Only you, priest, bearer of Christ’s message can give 
 to the world true peace, joy, and serenity.   

You whisper a word of mystery, by your lips a miracle happens,  
and the Infant of Bethlehem  

is present under the appearance of the white Host.   
If a person, even if weighed down with the burden  

of a murder, kneels in humility,  
you murmur a word and his sin is taken away.  

You have been chosen to be a mediator  
between earth and heaven.  

Come to us as the visible Jesus, benefactor, forgiver,  
the Samaritan who helps the wounded one.   

We love you with all the love we bear for Christ Jesus and Mary,  
the refuge of sinners and the Immaculate Mother of your priesthood. 
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Our St
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Our St
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Our St
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Our St
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Summer Picnic 

Festival of Faith 

Sr. Anna gives workshop  

“Discovering Self” 

Women’s Day 

Pilgrimage to Our Lady of the Island 

Celebration of the 

“Universal Day  

of  

Sanctification” 

with Msgr. Massie 
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St. Gianna Beretta Molla 
Rosemary Darmstadt  

    
 Gianna Beretta was 
born in Magenta (Milan), Italy, 
where her parents joyfully nur-
tured their 13 children in the 
Catholic faith. Gianna became 
a pediatrician because she 
saw a doctor’s mission as car-
ing for both body and soul. 
She even considered becom-
ing a missionary sister in Bra-
zil, but because she lacked 
the physical strength, her con-
fessor counseled her to seek 
another vocation.   
  
We can become saints with-
out giving up the joys of life 
 After meeting Pietro 
Molla, Gianna had no doubt 
that marriage was her true 
vocation.  Like Gianna, Pietro 
had a strong religious upbring-
ing, but a very rigid one. It 
was Gianna who taught him to 
find serenity and joy in his 
spiritual life and, because he 
was a “workaholic,” she pre-
scribed concerts and plays 
that they attended together.  
She also enjoyed mountain 
climbing, skiing, tennis, play-
ing the piano, and dancing. 
 Gianna became a 
member of Catholic Action 
and when put in charge of the 
youngest girls, she made sure 
their retreats included walks 
and picnics as well as prayer 
time.  Also active in the Saint 
Vincent de Paul Society, 
Gianna understood that serv-
ing others meant acting with 
consideration and enthusi-
asm.  These activities, of 

course, were in addition to her career 
and role as loving wife and mother of 
three children. 
 She and Pietro loved children 
and wanted a large family.  During 
her fourth pregnancy, Gianna was 
diagnosed with a benign uterine tu-
mor. Since a hysterectomy would 
have caused the baby to be aborted, 
Gianna chose a more dangerous op-
eration to remove only the tumor. 
Though the surgery was successful, 
Gianna developed an infection. Fac-
ing a difficult delivery, Gianna in-

sisted that if there was a choice be-
tween saving her or the baby, the 
baby must be spared at all costs.  A 
healthy daughter was born, but 
Gianna succumbed to the infection 
one week later. 
 
Her trust in God gave her courage 
  Gianna did not consider her 
choice an injustice to her other chil-
dren because the child in her womb 
had the primary need, and her deep 
trust in Divine Providence convinced 
her that all the children would be 

cared for.  In fact, Pietro said 
that because they were so 
young and needed care, they 
helped him go on with his life.  
 On May 16, 2004, 
Gianna Beretta Molla became 
the first married laywoman to 
be canonized.  Another first 
was that her husband, then 91 
years old, and their three sur-
viving children attended the 
canonization.  This past Sep-
tember, Laura Molla, who was 
a toddler when her mother 
died, gave a presentation at a 
Eucharistic Congress in 
Washington, D.C. entitled: To 
be lovers of life: The legacy of 
my mother, Saint Gianna 
Beretta Molla. 

Adapted from Saint Gianna 
Molla: Wife, Mother, Doctor by 
Pietro Molla and Elio Guerriero 

 

Answers to Catholic  

Trivia Quiz 
 

1. Liturgy of the Word 
2. Presentation of the Gifts 
3.   Vocation 
4. John 
5. Joseph; Egypt 
6. The Beatitudes (see Matthew 

5:3-12) 
7.   Confirmation 
8.   Pentecost 
9. Advent 
10. Once a week on Sunday 

Our Models ...Our Models ...Our Models ...Our Models ...    

The M
odern D

ay Sain

The M
odern D

ay Sain

The M
odern D

ay Sain

The M
odern D

ay Sain
tstststs    

Grace and mercy are 
with his holy ones 

Wisdom 3:9 
Gianna with her two oldest children 

Pierluigi and Mariolina  
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                                                    Journey with UsJourney with UsJourney with UsJourney with Us    

              Mark your Calendar 2009       Mark your Calendar 2009       Mark your Calendar 2009       Mark your Calendar 2009 ----2010201020102010    

                            Monthly Adoration: Second Friday of every month   7:30 PM 
Come and spend time with the Blessed Sacrament and pray for priests. 

Dec. 11, 2009 with Birthday Bash ~ Jan. 8, Feb. 12, Mar. 12, 2010 

Mini  Retreat 
  Second Thursday  of the month 

              9:30-10:30 AM 
In the lower rectory of OL Miracles-

Dec. 10, 2009   

Jan. 14, Feb. 11, 2010 

Bible Evening 

Study, Share and Prayer 

Every Thursday  7:30-9:00 PM 

Festival of Faith 
For children 3-9 years 

Faith building with Arts, crafts 

songs, games and  lots of fun. 

10:30 -12 NOON 

 Dec. 12, 09 ~  Jan. 9,Feb 13, 2010 

in Fr. Simonetti Center 

Spanish Mini Retreat 
First -Third Friday of the month 

7:00 -9:00 PM  basement of the rectory    

St. Fidelis Parish   123 Street & 14 Ave 

College Point. Queens  NY 

Nov 20, Dic. 4  y 18, 2009~ Enero 22, Feb 5,2010 

For info call Maria E. 646-262-9096 

Margot 718-353-9014 

Women on the JourneyWomen on the JourneyWomen on the JourneyWomen on the Journey    
Personal Growth - Mind, Body and Spirit 

Join us for the inspiring speaker - Counselor  Sr. Anna Celentano, OP, MS, BC 

Part  II  - Discovering Self 
On Saturday January 30, 2010  ~  time:  9:45 to 2:00 PM 

    in Fr. Simonetti  Center 

Pro Sanctity Weekend Retreat  
“Blessed is She Who Believes”  

April 23 to 25, 2010 ~ at Don Bosco Retreat Center 
Presenter: Rev. Joseph Fonti, Vicar for Pastoral Support for the Brooklyn Diocese, 

Director of the SS. Peter & Paul Spirituality Center .   ~ ~   For reservations call 718-649-0324 

All the programs will take place at the Pro Sanctity Center, 730 East 87th Street, Brooklyn, NY 

Unless otherwise specified - for info call 718-649-0324 
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Pro Sanctity 

730 East 87th Street 

Brooklyn NY 11236 

 

The Pro Sanctity Movement is a Catholic Organization dedicated to promoting the  

Universal Call to Holiness by seeking to address the needs of the mind with theology, 

the heart with spirituality, and the hands with ministry. 

 

May God Bless 

 You at Christmas  

and all 

 through 

the New Year 

     

 Joyeux 
     Noël 

 

Buon  
Natale 

   

Merry 
Christmas 

 
Feliz 

Navidad 

 
Fröliche 

Weinachten 


