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You Are a Part of My Family If...
...you are a member or friend of the
Pro Sanctity Movement. Let me
explain. In 1947, Father William
Giaquinta wanted to promote the
awareness that the call to holiness
was for everyone. But as a man
who could read the signs of the
times, he knew he had to begin with
a practical introduction to his ultimate goal. He was a good listener,
especially to the Holy Spirit, and had
a personality that attracted others,
including the youth of his parish.
In the wake of World War II, they
were among the many young adults
in Italy who were ‘at loose ends’
both spiritually and physically. And
so this 33 year old curate introduced
them to the idea of forming a Task
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Force to offer spiritual formation
within the Church. In time, the
concept caught on and Father
Giaquinta’s followers became the
first members of the new Pro
Sanctity Movement.
Pro Sanctity is an Ecclesial
Movement for lay people within
the Catholic Church, open to
everyone seeking holiness in
daily life. It is composed of people of all ages who participate at
various levels: Friends support
the Pro Sanctity mission, have
not made a specific commitment,
but are active in many activities;
Associates have had formation
training and work with others in a
leadership role, using their par-

ticular skills and talents to spread
the mission; Praying and Suffering Members who are unable to
take a visible, active part, pray for
Pro Sanctity daily and offer their
pain and suffering for the Movement and the intentions of the
Church. We are proud to have
many Priest Friends participating
in the apostolic activities of the
Movement and serving our spiritual and sacramental needs.
Over time, the Movement also
included
three
dedicated
branches: Apostolic Oblates –
founded in 1950, are a Secular
Institute for Women, composed of
Continued on page 3

had the chance to meet many
priests of that archdiocese. We
toured some of the great work that
the archdiocese is undertaking,
including seminaries and hospitals. We also had the opportunity
to visit a high school staffed by
Benedictine monks (all young
men) and enjoyed a lunch at the
monastery.

This Just In…
Agnes Rus, A.O.
We are glad to announce that an Apostolic Oblate
from Omaha, Nebraska, joined
our Community here in New
York. She will be very much involved in the life of the Institute
as the National Secretary, but
she also will be actively involved
in the Pro Sanctity Movement.
Monica Hejkal arrived
Saturday afternoon, September
13. She is young and eager to
help in any way she can. She
was involved in the various Pro
Sanctity activities in Nebraska
mostly with young people, doing
Confirmation Retreats, vocation
rallies, ministry to college students and young adults, and organizing Festivals of Faith for
children. She also gave presentations for the Pro Sanctity
School of Formation and is very
much interested in pro-life issues.
A physical therapist by
profession, she worked in
Omaha’s school system and in
rehabilitation. For now, she will
get inserted into the NY life and
give help where needed.
We are very grateful for
her generous availability, her
beautiful smile, and readiness to
offer a helping hand.
Welcome, Monica, and
may God
continue to
guide you
on
your
journey of
holiness.
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Rev. Msgr. Steven J. Aguggia
Pro Sanctity Spiritual Advisor
and Judicial Vicar of the Diocese
of Brooklyn and Queens

Our Family in India
Why is it that winter seems to
last so long and summer flies by?
Perhaps it's because we do things in
the summer that are fun and exciting
and interesting. This summer I had
the opportunity to do something like
that. I had the once-in-a-lifetime
chance to go to India. Bishop Raymond Chappetto and I traveled to
Kerala, South India, in late July
(Monsoon Season!) - truly a trip to
remember.
After two long flights with a
stopover in Dubai (United Arab Emirates) we arrived in Cochin, India at 3
am, two days after we left New York!
We were greeted by Fr. Michael who
had worked with Bishop Chappetto
for several years in New York and
then returned to India.
India is a country that one
does not immediately associate with
Christianity but it could not be farther
from the truth. Saint Thomas the
Apostle arrived in South India and
began preaching the faith 2000 years
ago! Later, Portuguese missionaries
continued the work but when they
arrived they found the faith already
being lived in India.
India is a land of faith. Along
the roads, there were many streetside shrines, most Christian, some
Hindu. From the outside, they looked
almost the same, having the typical
Indian designs and bright colors.
Religious life in Kerala is
flowering. There are many sisters,
monks, and priests. We were guests
of the Archbishop of Kottayam and

A highlight of the trip was
a quick visit to the Apostolic Oblates who have a beautiful Bethany in Kerala. It's hard to find, but
once you do, it's a great place for
a retreat! They welcomed us as
Oblates always do, with love and
joy. It felt like we were home in the
New York Pro-Sanctity Center,
like we knew these wonderful ladies our whole lives. The spirit of
the Apostolic Oblates certainly
transcends borders!
One of the most wonderful
aspects of this trip was the liturgies we celebrated. The majority
of Catholics are of the SyroMalabar Rite. This means that
they are Catholics in union with
Rome but celebrate their faith in
liturgies which are of a different
tradition from the Latin Rite which
most of us are accustomed to.
The Syro-Malabar Mass, celebrated in the Malayalam language,
is an ancient liturgy but perhaps
the most striking part of the experience was the numbers of people in church, including many
young people. Everyone participated in the Mass and we felt a
great sense of community. The
church is the center of people's
lives and that is evident. Perhaps
the fact that they are a minority in
a predominantly Hindu country
helps people to bind together as a
community. It teaches us that we
cannot take our faith for granted.
We are all joined together in the
Body of Christ.
The best part of the whole
experience was meeting the people of Kerala. The warmth with
which we were welcomed into
their homes, the joy with which
they offered us food, the happiness with which they shared their
faith were truly inspiring.
Continued on page 3
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Internal (living in community) and
External (living on their own) Oblates consecrated through vows.
Cooperative Oblates may be married or single and make a promise of apostolate and availability
to the Pro Sanctity Movement;
Apostolic Sodales – a Secular
Institute founded in 1962, consists of priests who strive to create a deeper bond between the
hierarchy and their brother
priests. They emphasize fraternity as an essential dimension of
Christian life; Social Animators –
an Ecclesial Association, was
founded in 1972 for laymen, single or married, who strive to build
a new world within the Church
and society. They commit themselves to the apostolate of social

spirituality, social holiness, and
universal brotherhood.
Members of all three branches
are members of the Pro Sanctity
Movement, like all the other members, but each branch has its own
particular focus on assisting people in their journey of holiness.
That’s our family history! Let us
conclude this special year dedicated to the 100th Birthday of Servant of God Bishop William
Giaquinta, in thanksgiving to him
for starting this extraordinary family, by praying for the continued
growth of the Pro Sanctity Movement and the beatification of its
Founder.
Rosemary Darmstadt

From the Desk of the Director

Servant of God Bishop Giaquinta was
very devoted to the Eucharist

Donna Spoto

This past June, members of the Pro Sanctity Family from around the world gathered together in
Noto, Italy for the very first International Pro Sanctity Convention. This quaint Sicilian town boasts the
childhood home of our founder, Servant of God, Bishop William Giaquinta. We truly walked in the Founder’s footsteps!
We celebrated the 100th Birthday of Bishop Giaquinta by electing the first International President
of the Pro Sanctity Movement, Vincenzo Florindi. Vincenzo is from Pescara, Italy and is a long time
member of Pro Sanctity and has served as the National Pro Sanctity Director in Italy. Vincenzo brings the
experience of having met and personally knowing the Founder to his new role. He will work closely with
Loredana Reitano, who is the International Moderator of the Apostolic Oblates, to create an International
Board to help Pro Sanctity worldwide implement and live the new international statutes. This is truly a
time of hope and new growth for the Pro Sanctity Movement.
I had the opportunity to meet and speak with Vincenzo at the convention. Immediately upon
meeting him, I knew what a truly genuine and special love he has in his heart for the Pro Sanctity Movement. He is a very humble person and graciously accepted this new position that did not come with a job
description! He knows and trusts that with the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and most certainly the intercession of Bishop Giaquinta and Our Lady of Trust, that even without a job description, he will continue
to walk in the Founder’s footsteps and lead Pro Sanctity into a new era.

Continued from page 2
In spite of the fact that we were many thousands of miles from home, we certainly felt that we were all
part of the one family of Jesus, united in the one holy Catholic and apostolic Church.
This pastoral visit was an eye-opener for me. The Church is alive and well in many places ... like South
India! Let's be inspired to create the same here.
Invite the young people, share the joy of believing in Jesus, welcome the stranger and make him feel at
home! In some ways, we too, are a minority living among non-believers even in this country. Let's not take the
faith for granted and let's let everyone know by our actions and example that we are Christians!
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Ask Pro Sanctity…
Rosemary Darmstadt
Why does Pope Francis stress mercy and forgiveness?

When he was still an
Archbishop in Argentina, Pope
Francis was quoted as saying,
“Only someone who has encountered mercy, who has
been caressed by the tenderness of mercy is happy and
comfortable with the Lord.”
Then on his first Sunday as
pope, he told the assembled
crowd that we should “never
tire of asking God’s forgiveness” and “mercy is the
Lord’s most powerful mes-

sage.” In a homily given soon after, Pope Francis described the parable of the Prodigal Son as showing the merciful patience of God so
we can regain confidence and hope.
In July of this year, the pope expressed sorrow to victims of
clerical sexual abuse and asked for forgiveness of priests who were
responsible and for church leaders who did not give an adequate response to reports of abuse. During Pope Francis’ August visit to
South Korea, he made it clear that “Jesus asks us to believe that
forgiveness is the door which leads to reconciliation.”
Pope Francis’ recent book is entitled The Church of Mercy,
and in a homily he gave a few weeks ago, he pointed out that “The
Church teaches us about mercy through the actions of the saints who
have visited those in prison, of mothers who teach their children to
share what they have with those in need, through women like
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta who held the hand of the abandoned so
they would not die alone. It is mercy that changes hearts and
lives, that can regenerate a person and allow them to reintegrate
themselves in society.”
That is indeed a heavy stress on mercy and forgiveness, but
Pope Francis himself answers your question in one short sentence:
“The Christian must necessarily be merciful, because this is the
heart of the Gospel.”

The Personal Challenge
I believe life is a journey
that presents many challenges
to us if we have the eyes to
see and learn from them.
Someone once said everything
happens for a reason…the
people God puts in our life, the
things that we read and see are
there to teach us…again, only
if we have the eyes to see.
This newsletter offered,
to me, several of those challenges…Msgr. Aguggia saying
“The pastoral visit was an eyeopener” reiterates this idea for
himself and tells us “Let’s not
take the faith for granted and
let everyone know by our ACTIONS and EXAMPLE that we
are Christians”.
The example of the life
of Catherine de Hueck Doherty
- a woman who chose to live
every day for Jesus and no
4

matter what she did, she gave
it her best possible effort because she was doing it for Jesus. Her work ethic of doing a
full day’s work, coming in early
and not fooling around was the
way America used to be. It
was Bishop Giaquinta’s philosophy of doing everything to
the maximum. Do we? Or
have we become minimizers
by doing the least? Or how
about listening to the Holy
Spirit and traveling the not-soeasy safe path.
Again, Catherine shows
us how she listened and gave
up a lucrative life to help the
poor or how Donna Spoto
shares with us how Vincenzo
Florindi “a humble person …
graciously accepted this new
position” to be our First International President of the Pro

Nina L. Riti

Sanctity Movement because
Donna feels, and I am sure
you agree, that he was listening to the Holy Spirit and accepted the challenge of this
new position.
The lead article by
Rosemary Darmstadt states:
Bishop Giaquinta listening to
the inner voice of the Holy
Spirit, followed the challenge
and began the Pro Sanctity
Movement. Never stop looking
for your challenges to live a
life that shows you are a loving, kind Christian in all that
you do.

Our Stories
Pro Sanctity Reaches Out to the Community
Ann Sutherland

On Sunday June 22, 2014 several members of the Pro Sanctity Movement teamed with the St. Lucia Cultural Organization (SLCO) [pictures to the
right] and visited the residents of the Four Seasons Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, for fellowship and entertainment. This was the third time that
both groups collaborated for this type of activity. The first and second
events took place on November 23, and December 21, 2013 respectively,
when they made Christmas presentations to the delight of the residents of
the Atrium Center for Rehabilitation and Nursing in Brooklyn. While the residents listened to singing, Bible readings, and inspirational speeches by Nina
Riti, the talented St. Lucia Cultural Organization presented dance performances to the beat of cultural Creole music.
This initiative is the brainchild of Ms. Rosa Charles, a long standing
member of Pro Sanctity. She visualized a need for this kind of outreach
which was readily accepted by the St Lucia Cultural Organization. Both Pro
Sanctity and SLCO look forward to continuing this outreach.

Pro Sanctity Mission

Above &
right:
children
in religion
class.

Gloria Florez
Mariana Arcos, Pro Sanctity member from St. Fidelis, in College
Point, went back home to Cali, Colombia. During her visit, she went to St.
Thomas Apostle Church. She spoke about Pro Sanctity with the Pastor
Fr. Juan Pablo Martinez. He got very interested, asked for books, history,
brochures, and invited the Apostolic Oblates for a visit to his parish.
Angela and I traveled to Cali, to plant a seed for a possible Pro
Sanctity group there. Fr. Juan Pablo asked many questions about the life
of our Founder, Servant of God Guillermo Giaquinta and activities to motivate parishioners to respond to the Universal Call to Holiness. We spoke
to Barbara, Parish Secretary, religious education teachers and many children in their program. We had a great time with all of them. We ask all
our friends and Pro Sanctity members to pray to God and our Founder
that this seed planted in Cali, will produce fruits to form a Pro Sanctity
core group in Colombia.
Left:
Fr. Juan Pablo,
Angela and I
pose with the
children and
their teachers.

Below: PS potluck dinner gives members a
chance to socialize.

Left: PS members line up to sample
international food.
Far left: participants listening to
Msgr. Aguggia sharing about his
trip to India.
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Servant of God
Catherine de Hueck
Doherty
This is a story of a woman whose
journey takes her from riches by
birth to rags and back to riches by
life’s events and returns to rags
by choice, a story that spans 60
years before a Russian baroness
chooses the remote village of
Combermere in Canada to live
the remainder of her spirituallydriven life. Why would a woman
who grew up with 14 servants
that responded to her every wish
and who lived on magnificent estates in pre-revolutionary Russia
choose this desolate village?
Catherine’s life-changing experiences were the result of living
through two World Wars, the
Russian Revolution, the Great
Depression and the Civil Rights
movements in the U. S. as well
as the Second Vatican Council.
From riches to rags
Catherine was born into the Russian nobility but at some point in
her childhood her family lost everything and she experienced
grinding poverty. As a young girl
growing up her father’s work
caused the family to move a lot
and so she spent much of her
childhood traveling…her world-
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wide experiences facilitated her
acceptance of the different cultures and beliefs. She married at
15, the Baron de Hueck and bore
him a son. Her husband eventually found work in Montreal, Canada while she found work in New
York City making $7 a week working at Macy’s. The manager noticed that her sales were higher
than anyone in the store. He
asked her to what she attributed
her high sales history. She said
basically that she decided to do
the best job she could so she
came in early and started to work
right away. She didn’t sit around
and chat with the salesgirls, but
took her lunch break and when
she finished eating she got back
to work….Oh, and she always
offered her day’s efforts to the
Lord. She is quoted as saying
“What you do matters—but not
much. What you ARE matters
tremendously.” As well as “The
duty of the moment is what you
should be doing at any given time
in whatever place God has put
you”. With this kind of work ethic,
how could she not be a success in
whatever she endeavored to do.
From rags to riches
One day while she was working at
the store, a wealthy woman came
in and recognized her as the Baroness and invited her to tea.
Catherine ended up telling her
story of grandeur, utter poverty
and escape in such a charming
and interesting way that the
woman invited her to tell her story
to her friends. This began a very
lucrative career as a worldwide
story teller. She went home to
Canada to see her family but
eventually realized that her loveless marriage had to end and was
granted an annulment. Catherine
returned to New York City and the
very financially rewarding lecture
circuit and work.
But this was not where God
wanted her. She remembered

Compiled by Nina Riti

her promise to God when she
was starving during the War, “if
you save my life, I will give it to
you.” She gave up her $20,000 a
year job to go and live in the
slums of Toronto during the Great
Depression to combat poverty
and opened the first Friendship
House there and eventually expanded to New York, not only to
fight poverty but also racism. With
her new husband, a well known
reporter named Eddie Doherty,
she eventually moved to Combermere a village in Ottawa,Canada.
Back to rags - by choice
As a child she dreamt of being
like St. Francis and this idea motivated her to start the Madonna
House Apostolate. She remembered what St. Francis said
“Preach the Gospel and if necessary use words” and chose the
motto for this new apostolate to
be “Preach the gospel with your
life—without compromise. Listen
to the Spirit. He will lead you”.
In this desolate village she wrote
“Acquire inner peace and a multitude will find their salvation near
you.” People like Dorothy Day
and Thomas Merton were greatly
influenced by her. The mandate
of the Madonna House she
started was ”Arise, go – sell all
you possess. Give it directly and
personally to the poor”. In her
autobiography Catherine writes,
speaking of herself in the third
person “You have led a very interesting life, an historical life.
You’ve been part of very strange
events, you’ve had many adventures. Somewhere along the line
you “got religion”. Born into the
rich life of the Russian nobility, a
religious Eastern Orthodox family,
she later became a Roman
Catholic. Her mother who went
into the villages to nurse the sick
and the poor and would scrub
floors, windows and make beds
Continued on page 7

Mark your Calendar 2014!
…Come and grow with us
There will be Eucharistic Adoration every Monday from 10 AM to 5 PM in the chapel of the
Pro Sanctity Center at 45-30 195th St., Flushing, NY 11358
Come to the Bethany and spend some quiet time in conversation with the Lord.
````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````

Saturday, December 5

Pro Sanctity Advent Day of Prayer
9:30 a.m.- 2 p.m.

Pro Sanctity Center – 45-30 195th Street, Flushing, NY 11358
`

````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````

Festival of Faith :

for 3-9 yr olds Our Lady of Angels Parish, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, NY 11209
Saturday Oct. 11, Nov. 15, Dec. 20

Bible Sharing :

4—6 p.m.

Call 718 649-0324

“Bible Timeline” DVD Our Lady of Miracles School, Brooklyn, NY 11236
Every Thursday

7:30—9:00 p.m.

Spanish-Bible Sharing: “Un Rapido Recorrido

Por la Biblia” “Quick Journey Through the Bible”

St. Fidelis Parish, College Point, NY 11356—Madonna Rm,
Sunday Sept. 28, Oct. 12, 19 and Nov. 9, 23

Bible Classes

“Bible Timeline” DVD

11:30—1:00 pm

Pro Sanctity Center/St. Kevin

45-30 195th Street, Flushing, NY 11358
Thursdays 7—8:30 pm —— Fridays 10—11:30 am
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Pro Sanctity Weekend Retreat,
April 17-18-19, 2015
Immaculate Conception Seminary, Huntington, LI
For more information please call 718-649-0324
Continued from page 6—for the sick and a father who would leave the dining room table to meet the beggars and
give them food and eat with them, were a great influence on her. She writes “Early in my childhood the truth that
Christ is in my neighbor was shown to me by my parents’ example and words”. Being so poor and hungry she
weighed 85 pounds and tufts of hair fell from her head as she and her husband fled from the revolution. A loveless
marriage was followed by a deeply spiritual marriage. Lecturing to a range of audiences about her life entertained
many and fighting racism in the United States angered a Southern audience to the point that they tore off her
clothes and beat her so badly she was hospitalized. Oh yes, Baroness Catherine de Hueck Doherty, now Servant
of God Catherine de Hueck Doherty, you certainly led a very interesting life...
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Apostolic Oblates
Pro Sanctity
45-30 195th St.
Flushing, NY 11358

The Pro Sanctity Movement is a Catholic Organization dedicated to promoting the
Universal Call to Holiness by seeking to address the needs of the mind with theology,
the heart with spirituality, and the hands with ministry.

Saturday, November 1st
Celebration of the Day of Universal Sanctification
11 a.m. Mass at St. Bernard Church
2055 East 69st Street, Brooklyn, 11234
Celebrant: Rev. Msgr. Steven J. Aguggia
Pro Sanctity Spiritual Advisor, Judicial Vicar of the Diocese of Brooklyn and Queens

Friday, November 7
7:00 p.m. St. Kevin, Parish Center
195th Street & 45th Avenue, Flushing, NY 11358

Giaquinta Fest

Closing the Year of Bishop Giaquinta’s 100th Birthday
Let us celebrate his life!!!
For information please call 718-649-0324

